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Train of Thought:

Suspense and Irony Go on a Journey


Edith Wharton’s  “A Journey” is a short story set presumably in the early 20th 

Century.  The action, which takes place aborard a train headed for New York, focuses on the plight of a woman and her ailing husband.  The wife feels trapped with the dying man, and it is her struggle that comprises the majority of the story’s drama.  Wharton’s use of suspense makes for an exciting read, but one cannot fully appreciate her brilliance without a second look, when the wife’s unexpected passing makes apparent her knack for crafting ironic twists.


The best journeys are those during which the travelers face peril at every turn.   In 

this respect, at least, Wharton’s story lives up to its name.  Nary a page goes by without the reader believing that at least one of the characters’ lives may be in jeopardy.   Wharton’s adeptness at creating suspense in an everyday situation becomes evident when the wife states that, though she and her husband were close together,”…they could not 

hear or feel each other: the conductivity between them was broken” (140)

