
• SOHO: The Sun as Art 

A gorgeous, brilliant 
Sun

An extreme ultraviolet image 
of the Sun (EIT 304Å) has 
been carefully superimposed 
on an image (of oxygen from 
UVCS) of the corona.  The ray-
like structures are not light, 
but oxygen particles that are 
streaming out from the Sun in 
all directions.
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Fire-Breather 

An especially complex and 
large coronal mass ejection 
on 4 January 2002 made 
even seasoned solar 
physicists gasp with awe.  
The LASCO C2 instrument 
observes the particles 
blasting into the corona.  
Areas of white indicate 
the greatest intensity of 
matter; the reds somewhat 
less; blues, even less.  
An extreme ultraviolet 
image of the Sun was 
superimposed on image to 
show the size and active 
regions of the Sun this day.
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Sunny the Bear 

We’ve all heard of the man in the moon, right? So, using a dramatic solar image of an eruptive prominence that 
seemed ear-like, this illustrator took it from there. With a flipped copy of the image and by judiciously moving an 
active region or two, voila. Here’s looking at you, kid!
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The marbled Sun

The extreme ultraviolet 
images (from different 
imagers) come to Earth from 
the SOHO spacecraft in black 
and white.  Then they are 
consistently color coded for 
easy identification. For this 
May 1998 image, the nearly 
simultaneous images from 
three different ultraviolet 
imagers were each given a 
color code (red, yellow and 
blue) and digitally merged 
into one. The result revealed 
features that any one of 
the instruments could not 
capture.
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The Sun has a great idea!
Yes, we all know that the Sun provides light during the day, but the irony of this is not what we were expecting. A 
large coronal mass ejection on 27 February 2000 developed directly above the Sun into an instantly recognizable, 
incandescent light-bulb. Just some yellow tones were added to the center to embellish the impression.  
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“Sun-flower” petals

There was something about this 
bright coronal mass ejection 
(cropped but un-retouched) on 
27 February 2002 that 
suggested the splash of color 
found in a flower petal, 
especially when copied into 
a circular pattern. Add an 
extreme ultraviolet image of 
the Sun (same day) as the 
centerpiece and it suggests 
a recreation of oneness in 
the universe. The English poet 
William Blake expressed it as 
“all the world in a grain of 
sand.” 


